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What a strange, strange year 2020 was.

Seriously, it was unlike any year I have 
lived through - possibly unlike any year I 
have ever heard of, well except for maybe 
1453, but let’s not start talking about that 
year.

We started out dealing with the COVID-19 
pandemic and spent the year in disarray. 
There were lockdowns, mask mandates, 
race riots, political campaigns, news 
scandals, and everything in between. 


There was also way, way, WAY too much 
video calling. Zoom became both a 
tremendous asset and a bit of an 
annoyance for the first part of the year.

All of this was quite disconcerting and 
frustrating at times. We had a lot of 
reactions to it all, sometimes all at once! 

But this also gave us time for reflection, 
for long walks with family members, for 
finding new expressions of faith. We not 
only survived but continued to thrive.

That is not to say we did not discover 
anew just how much joy you can derive 
from seeing people face-to-face and 
joining in worship. When we finally 
gathered in person in June, after two plus 
months of meeting only online, it was one 
of the best experiences of the year.


here do we start ?

ERIK DIVIETRO Teaching Pastor
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1977

2021

Through all of this, you all stayed so 
faithful. 

We made things work. We made Zoom 
work - for worship, for women’s ministry, 
for Bible studies. We made due with a 
completely new approach to the Lord’s 
Table, with wearing masks, with sitting far 
apart, with having people sitting next to 
us who we had met the week before but 
did not recognize, with sending offering 
checks through the mail or online, with 
sudden emails about COVID positive 
tests that sent us back online or required 
contact tracing. 

You have even pushed through these 
crazy little pre-packaged communion 
things - a true test of your spiritual mettle. 

So, this year’s annual report is yours. 

Over the past couple of months, you 
have submitted your stories and 
pictures to be included in the annual 
report. While there are the usual 
budget proposals and vision casting 
items, I thought it would be better to 
let you share what God has been 
doing. I hope it encourages all of you 
that our God is greater than the 
biggest global challenges.
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SERMON SERIES

TEACHING MINISTRIES
the Scriptures has always been central to our way of doing things. It is in the 
Word of God that we find faith, strength and encouragement. 
Studying

BIBLE STUDIES 
Even during the periods when we were recommended to stay at home, our Bible studies continued 
via Zoom. We took time off during the summer, but returned to in-person studies in the autumn. 
Despite the challenges COVID brought, we have maintained regular studies, our women’s ministry 
and youth group. With Greg Jones’s passing, Dr. Nate Delisi took over the north Bible study.

In January, Erik led an online Bible study because we had shut down the in-person studies for the 
month as a precaution. This then became an additional study option on Tuesdays for those who 
were unable to participate in an in-person study for whatever reason.


SUNDAY WORSHIP GATHERINGS 
We had to get creative with our weekly observance of the Lord’s Table, and the pre-packaged 
communion sets are interesting to say the least. Our commitment to the Lord’s Table as central to 
our worship has enriched our worship gatherings, with members of the congregation sharing 
devotional meditations from the Scriptures.

Erik’s PhD studies have not interfered with weekly teaching during worship, with topic ranging from 
book studies to a grab bag of topics submitted by the congregation. Inside or outside, in season 
and out of season, we stay committed to the written word which reveals to us the Living Word.
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I feel like I need to broadcast what God has 
done for me!


Hi
So, this started when I closed my self-employed typing business 
and returned to outside work.  I had mad a vow that if God provided 
I would give a certain amount in my weekly offering.

Even Greg was not aware of this vow. At one point Greg watched as I wrote the offering check and asked 
how it was that the amount I was contributing equaled his when he mad far more than I. When I told him it 
was a promise I had made to God, he let it go.

Flash forward to 2021. Prior to finding my job, I continued my giving based on my vow even after Greg’s 
death and without a steady income. I gave from the money donated to me from the church and from 
friends and family. I gave believing God would provide my needs.


God not only provided my needs, he gave exceedingly abundantly above... 


When I saw I was a primary candidate for this job! I sat down and calculated what I needed to meet 
expenses. When the company asked what I expected for pay I gave them the amount I had calculated as 
a minimum that I would accept.  Never in my wildest dreams would I have imagined that they would come 
back with an offer $8,600 higher than what I asked for!  God will always provide if you put your trust in 
him!


And he continues to provide.  When I started the job I was told of two additional cash benefits I was not 
told about before: I get $40 each month towards my cell phone bill because I have to use my personal 
phone for work, and I get mileage reimbursement each time I travel to one of the other two offices.  

LORI JONES

church’s statement “Creating environments where people 
encounter Jesus and journey together“ rings true.


Within the Ladies Ministry I have learned from delving into scripture 
deeper with wonderful insight from authors, and truly amazing BRBC 
leaders, as well as sharing our thoughts and prayers in our small 
groups. That led me to Oswald Chamber’s devotional where I reflect on 
his teachings each and every day.

SUE SPILLANE

Now retired, I have joined in Evening Bible Studies and enjoy the option to ask questions, learn from our 
leaders and our small group to better understand the Bible. The fellowship and prayer concerns bring us 
closer together and to God.

Our 
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2020 was certainly a year like no other. There were 
so many lessons to be taken out of it for me 
personally.

With so much isolation and quarantining I think it 
brought Betty and I closer than we have ever been in 
our 29 years of marriage. Although it had the potential 
to put a strain on even the best of marriages, through 
our faith in God it made us stronger.

God continued to push me outside of my comfort 
zone with the Rescue Mission messages which 
started out rotating a couple of years ago to evolving 
into me doing it every month for the last year. Also the 
Lord's Table message and singing with Nichole and 
Erik and the band are things I would have never 
dreamed of “putting myself out there” for a few years 
ago.

Even though our church family lost the live 
gatherings, it was a testimony of the strength of our 
congregation that we were able to stay close as a 
christian family even through modern technology.

Another lesson was an appreciation for our family as 
we were apart for long periods of time . We very 
much missed the closeness of simple things like 
handshakes and hugging our kids and grand kids.

The final lesson for me and probably the most 
important was the continued growth of my faith 
through adversity. Each day starts with prayers for 
our friends and family.

This year we started a new presidential 
administration. As we see more and more unbiblical 
laws being passed regarding homosexuality and 
transgender rights, it has become apparent that this 
world is becoming more and more like Sodom and 
Gomorrah. Christianity, marriage and overall morality 
seem to be seems to be less and less important in 
this day and age and I can't help but wonder despite 
God's unending forgiveness if we are getting very 
close to God saying enough is enough.

With little else to do in 2020, Ray and I 
started going for walks almost daily. 
The walks were beneficial in a few 
ways. The obvious being good 
exercise, which we both desperately 
needed. We talked more than we 
normally did with no TV to entertain 
us. We became bored with walking the 
neighborhood, so we looked for other 
places to walk. We found some paths 
through woods and along rivers where 
we could appreciate some of God’s 
wondrous work. 

But through our church services, Bible studies and weekly sermons, I have total faith that God has a 
plan and we are all part of it. It has made me stronger spiritually though deaths in my family, our 
church family and all the world is throwing at us.

So corrupt government, Covid 19, mass shootings and whatever else this world wants to throw at us, 
bring it on. The Lord is my Savior and Redeemer and I will trust in his eternal plan.

BETTY BARRY

RAY BARRY

5



I do not ask for these only,  
but also for those who will believe in me through their word,  

that they may all be one,  
just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you,  

that they also may be in us,  
so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  

The glory that you have given me I have given to them,  
that they may be one even as we are one,  

I in them and you in me,  
that they may become perfectly one,  

so that the world may know  
that you sent me and loved them even as you loved me. 

During 
the summer Dave and I lead a 

bible study on Romans in our 
backyard. We did it to spend time with 

our church family. It was glorious. We only 
had time to touch on the first 8 chapters, but as 

I read Romans over and over, I noticed something. 
Chapters 1-8 lay the foundational beliefs of Christianity, and then 

chapters 9-16 describes how to live it out in relationship with others. 


Betty Barry and I have developed a beautiful friendship over this year. We 
share our lives and pour over God’s word. God led Betty and I to look at the 

Epistles. We read through Colossians and through Ephesians. Because we 
were looking at the entire book at once, I noticed the same themes as Romans. 
Paul outlines foundational truths and then wraps up the books by describing 
how we are to submit to one another in love and calls us to put aside everything 
we have against one another for the sake of unity. Then again, Bob Bragdon 
chooses 1 Peter to study in the Fall and there it is again! Peter starts the book 
laying the foundational truths in our identity in Christ and ends the book with 
describing how to best live in relationship with other another. Peter too 
calling the church to unity.


I couldn’t help but be drawn back again and again to Jesus’ prayer for 
the church in John 17:20-23. Do you see what I saw In Jesus’ 

prayer? I finally understood the WHY we should strive above all 
else to unify the body of Christ. Read that last line! The 

next time I’m tempted to stay mad or not submit in 
love, I now have settled in my mind an even 

greater purpose to it cast off. It’s not 
about me, it’s about Christ.

Noelle
TAKU

John
17:20-23
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Our past year has been one of many blessings for our family. Probably the biggest one has been 
our nightly devotions together. We sing hymns together, using books that tell a little bit about the 
author. We share our thoughts and pray for each other and our families and friends. We walk 
together in Mine Falls Park often and do a bit of bird watching. Brenda had a total right knee 
replacement in June. Ray has enjoyed the opportunity to volunteer with Meals on Wheels, making 
deliveries in Manchester, NH. And we have become frequent travelers to greater Dallas/Ft Worth TX 
to see our daughter's family, in September, December and for six weeks in early 2021.  

It was during the last visit 
that we were able to support 
our son-in-law Tim and his 
family while he was dealing 
with a brain tumor, 
discovered in early January. 
We were able to fill in while 
Alicia continued to work; Ray 
did yard raking, dish 
washing and snow 
shoveling!!! Brenda spent a 
lot of time with our older 
grandson Preston. We got to 
see the impact of Autism on 
our younger grandson, Flynn 
and the wonderful treatment 
he is receiving. And, we 
rejoiced that 80-90% of 
Tim's tumor was removed, 
his post surgical recovery 
has gone better than 
expected and his prognosis 
is improving as the doctors 
have gained a better 
understanding of he has.  

One of the biggest blessing 
is the outpouring of love and 
support for Tim from so 
many people, including 
Bedford Road. For this we 
are very grateful.

RAY & BRENDA BROWN
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happens when a person refuses
How does a Christian,  

who was raised  
in a Christian home  
and in church service  

just about every time church 
doors were open,  

realize in her forties 
that she has no foundation? 

It
to listen or maybe they just never learned how.

John 2:11 was one of the verses that drastically changed how I 
thought this year. It was when I truly saw this verse - just this 
year - that I realized faith/belief and hearing/obeying God‘s call 
or two completely different events. They don’t always happen at 
the same time and there is no rhyme or reason to their order. To 
my knowledge, there were at least four disciples at the 
ceremony who had already dropped everything to follow and 
obey Jesus. They were Jesus’ followers but it wasn’t until they 
witnessed this miracle that they believed. My mind was blown 
when I saw this! I immediately remembered James’ “faith 
without works is dead” and Paul’s “for by grace you have been 
saved...” passages. It occurred to me that while I had made a 
profession of faith at age 8, and even rededicated my life 
several times, there was a piece still missing: active obedience!


The Lord has been teaching me a lot about what it means to 
truly follow him this 2020 to 2021 season. I spent 2019 trying to 
figure out how to get back to where I needed to be spiritually. I 
had some challenges in 2018, and they drove me straight to 
Jesus’ feet because I had nowhere else to go. At least, that is 
what I erroneously thought in my introverted selfishness. I 
discovered that my motivations for many of my actions were 
wrong. I wanted to fix that, and so I spent time allowing the 
Holy Spirit to teach me how to listen.


I turned off the television, initially as a punishment to myself so 
that I could correct some sin issues, in my mind and heart. The 
Lord helped me replace that time with His word. I began to 
genuinely read my Bible - perhaps for the very first time, not for 
a grade and not because it was expected but because I really 
wanted to start to get to know my Savior! I found joy in reading 
what used to be a chore - an item on my “Christian checklist” 
for each day.


In 2020 the Lord showed me that spending time with Him is 
paradise - that paradise is not just a place! BREYANNA DESMARAIS
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As a result of everything that He is teaching me, 
and the overwhelming joy that I’m finding in 
simply reading His word, and spending time 
with Him, I no longer even have a desire to sit in 
front of the television (except to watch “The 
Chosen”)! It’s amazing what God can do!


Some of the things that I have been challenged 
to do most recently: Live in such a way that 
others don’t see the back of my head when they 
need Jesus. I learned this from a message I 
heard recently. Then in my own devotions this 
past year, I saw that I should be helping others 
to see Him, and not simply gorging on spiritual 
fatness while others around me need Jesus or 
some form of encouragement or help. I 
shouldn’t be so focused on my own spiritual 
needs that I miss the needs of others. I’m 
learning how to truly be the hands and feet of 
Jesus, and to put action and honest devotion to 
this life that I chose several years ago.


The Lord is good, and He wanted me to stop 
making excuses for not being a better friend, 
wife, sister, mother and for not attending church 
as I should (and for the right reasons). 
Revelation 3:19 says “As many as I love, I 
rebuke and discipline.” The Lord has used this 
truth in my life before and He will continue to 
use it every time this stubborn child wanders 
away. I am grateful for His faithfulness in my life!


As I continue to listen to my 
Savior - really listen - I’m excited 
to see what He will do in my life!

This, the first of his signs, Jesus did at Cana in Galilee,  
and manifested his glory. And his disciples believed in him. 
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Having never done this 
before....we want to share some 
of the experiences we had 
during the 2020-2021 COVID-19 
year. 

Jim feels very blessed to have 
remained healthy and able to 
caregiver for me while I 
progressed through my successful 
back surgery in February. We both 
praise God for my healing. God 
has been most comforting to both 
of us and our extended family as 
we heal from the passing of our 
Son, Jamie last July at the age of 
40. 
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We are blessed and await what the Lord has in store for us, our family, country, 
community and Church.

Old Lessons 
Reinforced Again 
- Doc and Loretta Delisi - 

This past year has been one of new applications 
and appreciation of past spiritual lessons learned 
and now reinforced in a new way. These included 
Provision, Protection and Peace. 

God provided through the pandemic and an office 
flood for our spiritual, emotion, physical and 
financial needs. With interactions among people 
severely restricted we were still able to sustain a 
business and provide for the staff with no 
interruptions. When the water heater flooded our 
office, God protected all critical equipment and 
files. Damage was done to those items that could 
be easily repaired or replaced. It helped us in 
discerning the difference between need and want. 
Continuing to read God’s Word together each and 
every morning has comforted, challenged, and 
confirmed our faith once again so that the peace 
of God was able to be demonstrated in our words 
and actions.


A Haiku by Janet Wittenberg 
Calendar empty 
Working from home fits the bill

Praise God for outside 

What is essential 
Rest, D-I-Y, contentment 
God is in control

Creativity,

Zoom, adaptability

Authenticity

Drives to Michigan

Grocery delivery

Work from anywhere

Masks provide options

Hygge adds some coziness

Time to get healthy

So much loss of life

Hospitals are overwhelmed

Does data matter?

School frazzles parents

Graduations are cancelled

Sports team seasons lost

Leadership matters

Love, despite divisiveness

Justice, vaccine, hope



Over this past year,  
my life has taken a number of turns,  
but the one thing that keeps coming 

back to me repeatedly is  
the parable of the Good Samaritan. 

The Holy Spirit seems to be guiding me on a 
path that is asking a lot of questions:
• Why someone would have asked that 

question? 
• How did someone slip into the negative 

aspects of Phariseeism in Jesus' time?
• What makes someone like that now? 
• What are the slippery slopes that lead there 
• How I can begin to steer clear of those 

things, because if I am honest with myself, 
doing so is hard for me?

I think when we read scripture it is way too 
easy to see Pharisees as a “they" rather than 
see them as resembling ourselves. 

In fact, I had to chuckle as I reviewed this 
very summary because I realized that I had 
just done one of the things I thought I had 
learned not to, but obviously hadn't.  I started 
to write down the details of my journey and 
when it got to 5 pages, I asked Erik how long 
was too long, knowing full well I'd eclipsed it 
and this brief summary would have to do!

Not so much the parable itself, but I've been focusing on the surrounding context with the lawyer 
who asked Jesus, “who is my neighbor?” which becomes the reason Jesus tells the parable.  

ERIC WITTENBERG

The Good Samaritan 
If you would like to know more 
about the parable Eric is referring 
to, it is found in Luke 10:25-37.
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Kudadze
We have seen God's hand in so much this past 
year working through many hands.  We saw 
him work through the church in meals and 
glimpses of people when they dropped them 
off when Yao was laid-off.  
We saw his hand in our decision to move our 
growing family to Michigan through our 
landlady.  She was being pushed to sell by her 
family as the market was very favorable and 
when we reached out to her about our situation 
she graciously shared thus firming up our 
decision to move in with Hannah's grandma in 
Michigan.  
God then helped us get health insurance we 
desperately needed, since I was pregnant and 
Yao was dealing with a hiatal hernia. It was a 
double blessing, better than what we had 
before!
We were blessed monetarily through a few 
family members and our church family of 
Bedford Road, which helped us buy a van and 
cover moving expenses. We were even able to 
sell Hannah’s car in about 2 weeks, but we 
even got over asking price! 

YAO, HANNAH,  
MICHELLA, ZACHARY, NATE & ABBY

Even our drive to Michigan with Hannah's sister 
and brother flying in to help us drive out. The 
weather cleared, which helped Hannah’s sister 
who was not very comfortable driving a “strange” 
car in poor conditions full of our VIPs! 
While not all of our stuff arrived in Michigan due 
to the U-Haul being left unlatched and open for 
the first part of our drive, we all arrived safe after 
the 20 hour journey to our new home.  We were 
able to spend a few weeks with Hannah's 
grandma before she migrated south for the 
winter, leaving us with the whole house to 
ourselves to get acquainted.  
After a very uneventfully even if stressful 
pregnancy we welcomed Abigale in late 
February.
While this past year has not been easy.  We 
have been taken care of more than ever by God.  
Everyday we find how perfectly blessed God has 
made us become working through various 
people and situations.
We are blessed and await what the Lord has in 
store for us, our family, country, community and 
Church.
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2020-2021 Proposed 2021-2022

Expenses Budget +/(-) Budget Change %

Facilities/Maintenance

Escrow $25,000 $25,000 $0 $25,000 $0 0%

Buildings & Maintenance1 $10,505 $6,000 ($4,505) $7,000 $1,000 17%

Custodial/Kitchen $413 $1,000 $587 $500 ($500) (50%)

Janitorial Services $19,958 $20,000 $42 $20,750 $750 4%

Parsonage Maintenance2 $15,990 $5,000 ($10,990) $1,500 ($3,500) (70%)

Snow Removal $4,210 $2,500 ($1,710) $2,500 $0 0%

Utilities $17,325 $17,500 $175 $17,500 $0 0%

Facilities - Total $93,401 $77,000 ($16,401) $74,750 ($2,250) (3%)

Operations

Insurance Policies $7,291 $7,500 $209 $7,500 $0 0%

Approved Out of Budget $348 $500 $152 $500 $0 0%

Office Supplies $930 $1,750 $820 $1,750 $0 0%

Office Equipment $0 $1,000 $1,000 $1,000 $0 0%

Advertising $136 $0 ($136) $400 $400 -%

Miscellaneous $78 $500 $422 $200 ($300) (60%)

Processing Fees $279 $0 ($279) $200 $200 -%

Operations - Total $9,062 $11,250 $2,188 $11,550 $300 3%

Worship

Software & Licenses $933 $750 ($183) $750 $0 0%

Michael Card Concerts $0 $500 $500 $0 ($500) (100%)

Choir Music $0 $300 $300 $300 $0 0%

Equipment & Supplies3 $2,550 $1,500 ($1,050) $5,000 $3,500 233%

Worship - Total $3,483 $3,050 ($433) $6,050 $3,000 50%

Fellowship

Flowers & Gifts $683 $550 ($133) $700 $150 27%

Family Bible Studies $0 $500 $500 $500 $0 0%

Men’s Ministry $147 $200 $53 $200 $0 0%

Women’s Ministry $53 $500 $447 $500 $0 0%

Meals $2 $1,500 $1,498 $1,500 $0 0%

Elders’ Supplemental $434 $500 $66 $500 $0 0%

Fellowship - Total $1,319 $3,750 $2,431 $3,900 $150 4%

Operations Budget
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2020-2021 Proposed 2021-2022

Expenses Budget +/(-) Budget Change %

Family Ministries

God’s Backyard $0 $500 $500 $500 $0 0%

Nursery $154 $200 $46 $200 $0 0%

Youth Group $564 $2,000 $1,436 $2,000 $0 0%

Family Ministries - Total $718 $2,700 $1,982 $2,700 $0 0%

Pastoral Compensation4

Salary $33,190 $33,000 ($190) $35,000 $2,000 6%

Housing Allowance $9,767 $10,000 $233 $10,000 $0 0%

Medical Insurance $7,550 $7,500 ($50) $7,500 $0 0%

Disability Insurance $1,980 $2,000 $20 $2,000 $0 0%

Medical Reimbursement $4,648 $6,000 $1,352 $6,000 $0 0%

Accountable Reimbursement $6,717 $7,200 $483 $7,200 $0 0%

Education Reimbursement $5,500 $5,500 $0 $5,500 $0 0%

SEP-IRA Funding $4,000 $4,000 $0 $4,500 $500 13%

Pastoral Compensation - Total $73,352 $75,200 $1,848 $77,700 $2,500 3%

Total Missions (see page 16) $23,339 $27,600 $4,261 $30,610 $3,010 10%

TOTAL EXPENSES $204,673 $200,550 ($4,123) $207,260 $6,710 3%

OFFERING TOTAL $236,450 Account Balances

INTEREST EARNED $111 Money Market $90,054

TOTAL INCOME $236,561 Checking $125,777

OVER/UNDER $31,888 13% Neighbors’ $5,438

Total $221,270

NOTES 

1. Buildings and Maintenance included repairs to our lift ($1,320) and the purchase of an automatic 
defibrillator ($1,095).


2. Parsonage Maintenance included the remodeling of the master bathroom ($12,064) and the replacement 
of the heating oil tank, which had rotted out ($2,600).


3. The elders authorized the purchase of a wireless sound controller and other equipment necessary to do 
outdoor worship gatherings and live stream the video of the worship gathering downstairs.


4. A separate document - 2021-2022 Pastoral Compensation and Reimbursement Plans - provides detail 
on these categories along with a proposal for a Vocational Minister Dependent Education Grant, as 
discussed in our previous annual meeting.

Operations Budget
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Ladies Ministry

The focus this past year was “Becoming a Woman of Freedom” in Christ.  The desire of our 
leadership was to point ladies to the Lord in their prayer needs, as well as growth in Christ.  The 
discussions in our study was about the Christian life being like a race, a race we run freely because of 
Christ, unhindered by the burdens of this life. Due to the pandemic, the team had to flex to using 
Zoom for both virtual and then hybrid meetings. The silver lining with Zoom is that it allowed church 
members in others states to join in on the conversation of our study.  Our final session was a time of 
reflection followed by a hike on the Londonderry Rail Trail and lunch at O’Shea’s Caife & Tae. The year 
was a time of challenge and reflection.


ACTS OF COVID KINDNESS

During the COVID lockdown, how could we possibly continue 
our ministry? The ladies came up with some extraordinary 
ways they could still minister to people in the congregation.


• Some of the ladies got behind their sewing machines and 
made masks that were distributed to those who needed 
them.


• Providing kid exercise classes to support the moms and 
spreading cheer by dropping off funny encouragement 
cookies!


• Socially distanced jewelry making and other projects.

• Thoughtfully providing a bag of snacks to a woman who 

was taking a long road trip to visit her ailing father.

• A group of ladies knitted a beautiful quilt as a parting gift for 

Hannah Kudadze and her family.

• Even some instructional time together via Zoom, in how to 

cook with an Insta-Pot.  It is my understanding they created 
some delicious meals together for their families.


• Spontaneous “Thinking of You” cards sent to many people.


Meals 
Linda Buck has done a 

phenomenal job of 

coordinating and providing meals 
for those who find themselves in a 

position to need one.


Flowers 
Betty Barry has consistently been 
on top of making sure flowers are 

sent or delivered to those who 
have gone through a hard time.

A big thank you to the Ladies 
Ministry team who tirelessly 
coordinate and facilitate the 
monthly studies: Janet Wittenberg, 
June Porbunderwala, Heather 
Biron, Noelle Taku.

By Loni Bragdon
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LYN SWENSON 
Sadly, 2020 was also time to say goodbye to some 
of our dear friends. In the morning hours of April 25, 
2020, our dear brother Lyndon Swenson passed into 
the presence of the Lord and joined his wife Gerry in 
their eternal home. His family gathered on May 23, 
2020 for his celebration of life.

SAYING GOODBYE

GREG JONES 
It was a shock to all of us when Greg Jones passed 
on December 16, 2020. Having served in the 
leadership of our congregation for decades, he had 
finally taken a sabbatical and was looking forward to 
some time leading Bible study and spending more 
time with his family. He was gone in just a few short 
days, and we will miss him until we meet him again.

CAROL SMITH 
After a long battle with illness Carol Smith 
went to join her husband Bill in the 
presence of the Lord on August 23, 2020. 

But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you 
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose 

again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 

- 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-14 -
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LOCAL MINISTRIES

Expense Budget Proposed Change %

Community Chaplains Bill Paige $2,550 $2,700 $3,500 $800 30%

Local Outreach Eric Wittenberg $1,727 $2,000 $2,000 $0 0%

Operation Christmas Child OPEN $0 $500 $500 $0 0%

Prison Ministry Sandy Misshula $100 $500 $500 $0 0%

TOTAL $4,376 $5,700 $6,500 $800 14%

INTERNATIONAL MINISTRIES

Expense Budget Proposed Change %

SIM Michael Knight $1,000 $1,000 $1,100 $100 10%

Unfolding Word Champeon $5,000 $5,000 $5,500 $500 10%

World Venture Post $5,000 $5,000 $5,500 $500 10%

Swenson $5,000 $5,000 $5,500 $500 10%

Thompson $3,000 $3,000 $3,500 $500 17%

TOTAL $19,000 $19,000 $21,100 $2,100 11%

MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES

Expense Budget Proposed Change %

Processing Fees $0 $100 $110 $10 10%

Emergency Funds $0 $1,000 $1,000 $0 $0

Missions Team Expenses $0 $300 $300 $0 0%

Special Projects $0 $1,500 $1,500 $0 0%

Honorarium $62 $0 $100 $100 -%

In Memoriam (Swenson) ($100) $0 $0 $0 -%

TOTAL ($38) $2,900 $3,010 $110 4%

MISSIONS BUDGET TOTAL $23,339 $27,600 $30,610 $3,010 11%

into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole creation. 
Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned.  - Mark 16:15-16

Go
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Missions Proposal: 
Allocate $1,500 

 from the special projects line 
item for 2020  

as a special love offering for  
Bill Paige  

to offset expenses  
for the past year.

MISSION UPDATES

An old Puritan once said, "I hang by thread, but it's a thread of 
Christ's spinning." Ireland has been in-and-out of pretty severe 
lockdown since March, 2020. Travel bans and limits on in-person 
meetings have been a real challenge, but we have found ways. We 
are hoping that, as things continue to open up, we will be able to 
gather as a church soon. God is at work, even in lockdown! We 
have seen new people come in and hear the message of the 
Gospel. We've been able to have conversations with friends 
around us. So, we continue to hang on, knowing that, in spite of it 
all, God is working. Please continue to pray for Ireland and for our 
encouragement here. We love you all!

Jason & Mandy Post From

Sandra accepted a position with WorldVenture as a “Pre-Field 
Ministry Mentor” and her salary will cover about half of their 
support deficit. Ralph continues to work in various capacities, 
leveraging technology to provide training and leadership. 

Ralph & Sandra ThompsonFrom

His ministry continues at NETS (Namibia Evangelical Theological 
Seminary) with face-to-face classes. Two graduations (this year’s 
and last) were recently celebrated. A new ministry called Teen 
Mission Namibia for the school summer vacation in December will 
be a week long missions trip to inspire and equip these young 
people to be involved in God’s mission in Namibia and the world. 
The total cost is about $10,000.

Michael KnightFrom

Greg and Asa continue having outreach-oriented activities such as 
twice-monthly Bible Café worship gatherings and monthly Josui 
Praise gatherings. Asa also has Bible studies and mentoring, kids’ 
English classes, and a new kids’ program as part of the Bible Café 
ministry. Their home ministry, House of Grace is the focal point for 
most of these ministries as well as worship and fellowshipping 
with believers and those exploring the faith.

Greg & Asa SwensonFrom
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MISSION UPDATES - 2

Bill has been unable to minister for the past year, though he’s 
continued to drop off spiritual literature.  Facilities are slowly 
opening, and he recently received news that he can return to 
Epson Healthcare Center. His support level is well below what 
he needs, but they get by on retirement, Social Security and 
Karen’s substitute teaching incomes.  Some churches, 
because of his inactivity, dropped their support, others, 
mistakenly thought he had retired.  

Bill & Karen PaigeFrom

With the state prison being closed to outside groups for the 
past year, they have had no opportunities to minister nor are 
in touch with those they had met with. There is hope though, 
as there is a new chaplain who continues ministering to the 
residents.

Sandy Misshula & Betty BarryFrom

We serve at the Southern New 
Hampshire Rescue Mission in 
Nashua despite the challenges 
of serving during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.


In 2020, we served around 35 
breakfast plates and provide a 
5-10 minute Christian 
message on the first Saturday 
of each month. This cost 
around $75 per month. The 
meals are open to the public 
as well as more than a dozen 
men who live at the shelter 
while participating in a twelve 
month program. 


In March 2020, our team had 
expanded and had signed up 
to experiment with taking on 
serving an additional monthly 
meal. Then the pandemic hit 
and we were asked not to 
bring any at-risk volunteers to 
serve.  A large percentage of 
our volunteers fit that category, 
and so we did not serve during 
April and May.  Fortunately, the 
Rescue Mission had staff and 
residents that were able to 
make up for a lot of lost 
volunteer time during that 
period.   

By June, the whole world 
knew a little more about the 
virus and how to cope.  The 
SNHRM policies had relaxed 
and they had worked out new 
safety procedures. We were 
able to find just enough 
volunteers to restart serving.  
The number of meals served 
dropped because many of the 
community members who 
were previously attending felt 
the risks were too high. 


Outreach
OUTREACH, CONT’D  - The Lord continued to bless what 
was happening at the Mission and what was happening with 
our group of volunteers.  


The mission made investments in their facilities – the kitchen 
was redesigned with new cabinets and a new 8 burner stove.  
Bedford Road made a $1000 donation at Christmas to cover 
new mattresses.  With all the restrictions and quarantining 
and travel concerns there were a number of months where 
we were stretched to have enough volunteers, yet the Holy 
Spirit provided by stirring the hearts of 6 new our volunteers 
who made their first visit to the Rescue Mission in 2020!  It 
was awesome to see God filling needs that way.


As we move into 2021 and with our hopes of the pandemic 
easing, I’m optimistic that we will be able to restore more of 
the mealtime conversations with residents that provide that 
personal connection, and much of that restoration has 
already begun.


We would love to have you join us even for just one 
Saturday.  Contact Eric Wittenberg for details.
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Technology for a new
reality

Over the past year, our congregation has had to 
become flexible - relying on YouTube streaming, 
Zoom and other technology for blending in-person 
and remote worship. We have also had to purchase 
some new technology to support our focus on 
being able to worship outdoors as often as 
possible.

We have come a long way from Pastor Erik 
scrambling to put up some lights and get a Zoom 
stream to work last spring, but we have a lot more 
to do. In early 2021, we contacted two professional 
presentation teams - Events United in Londonderry, 
New Hampshire and Harvest Productions in Kansas 
City, Missouri - to explore upgrades to our media 
services. This includes some missing components 
in every aspect of this piece of infrastructure. 

Our excellent sound and video volunteers have 
worked hard to put together equipment and setups; 
but it has always been a challenge. The elders 
decided it was best to get some professional 
opinions.

Currently, we are awaiting quotes, but we anticipate 
the costs to be around $10,000 for the equipment 
we need. This includes things like:

• LED lighting, which will not generate heat and will 

be easier to control

• Acoustic treatments on the stage

• Video screens instead of a projector for clearer 

lyrics and video presentation

• Simultaneous broadcast of the video feed to the 

fellowship hall and foyer

• Improved sound reinforcement for outdoor 

services

• Regular training for all sound, video and lighting 

volunteers.

We are waiting for the estimates, and we anticipate 
this may be a multi-year project.21



Allan, Heidi

Allan, Steve

Ayers, Christy

Ayers, Jed

Barry, (Frances) Betty

Barry, Ray

Billodeau, Maureen

Bragdon, Ilona

Bragdon, Robert

Brown, Brenda

Brown, Raymond

Buck, Larry

Buck, Linda

Busch, Donald

Busch, Nancy

Delisi, Loretta

Delisi, Nate

Desmarais, Breyanna

Desmarais, Ryan

DiVietro, Erik

DiVietro, Nichole

Donahue, Dee

Donahue, Sean

Farrar, Lee (Roger)

Farrar, Stacy

Gauthier, Helena

Goupil, Deb

Goupil, Leo

Hathcoat, Becky

Hathcoat, Tom

Hodge, John

Jones, Lori

Koistinen, Karl

Koistinen, Reina


Lawler, Lucia

Lawler, Richard

Lindsay, Peter

Lindsay, Trish

Lurvey, Linda

MacDuff, Jim

MacDuff, Sheila

Marr, Frances

Mudge, Jack

Mudge, Lisa

Nadeau, Cathy

Nadeau, Rick

Ouelette, Ryan

Ouelette, Shannon

Payne, Russ

Porbunderwala, Anil

Porbunderwala, June

Spillane, Sue

Strawbridge, Lucy

Misshula, Sandy

Pouliot, Carol

Pouliot, Ray

Taku, David

Taku, Noelle

Taylor, Mark

Taylor, Karen

Trask, Cathy

Trask, Mike

Wellman, David

Wellman, Jennifer

Wittenberg, Eric

Wittenberg, Janet

Zissulis, Bev


Special Members 
The baptized minor children of 
covenant members and those 
covenant members unable to 
participate in congregational life 
due to health or military service. 

Ayers, Kaylee

DiVietro, Ariel

Farrar, Ashley

Farrar, Courtney

Hathcoat, Abigail

Hathcoat, Caitlin

Hathcoat, Daniel

Hathcoat, Jenna

Hathcoat, Megan

Hathcoat, Nathan

Taku, Jack

Taku, Kate


Removed Members 
Jones, Greg

Smith, Carol 

Swenson, Lyndon

Wilcox, Doug (W)


Church Officers 
Pastor: 	 DiVietro, Erik

Elders:	 Delisi, Nate

	 	 Pouliot, Ray


Treasurer:	 Wittenberg, Janet

Fin. Sec:	 Bragdon, Bob

Clerk:		 Spillane, Sue

Covenant Member Roster 
Article 1 of our By-Laws details the categories of membership 
and how one joins the covenant membership.

CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

22

Given the craziness of the last year, it is entirely possible that we may not have the roster correct. This listing 
is unofficial. If we missed your name, please let us know so we can add it to the official roster for the annual 
vision and report.


If you are unable to attend the annual vision and report meeting, you can affirm your covenants, the elders 
and officers and the budget online. 



Having accepted Christ as our Savior, we unite 
together as a congregation - committed to the beliefs of our 

Statement of Faith and submitted to the leadership of our elders, as guided 
by the teachings of Jesus. 

Believing we are members together of this local assembly of believers, we covenant 
before our Lord to create environments where people encounter Jesus and journey 
together. 
We embrace Jesus Christ’s vision for this congregation without reservation and covenant 
with both Christ and our fellow believers to make this vision a reality. To that end, we join 
together to: 

• Seek God’s glory and the magnification of Jesus Christ in all things. 
• Yield to the direction of the Holy Spirit as he guides us to live and speak the 
Gospel. 
• Faithfully and actively participate in our congregation’s worship and ministry, serving 
those both inside and outside of the church with a humble spirit. 
• Support the ministry of our congregation financially, as the Lord gives us the 
means. 
• Resolve conflicts with others peacefully in a way that demonstrates love to all who 
see. 

As the Lord enables me, I will strive to consider and renew our covenant of membership 
as necessary. If at any time I can no longer commit to this covenant, I will notify the 
Elders of Bedford Road Baptist Church.  

We join together as a leadership community and lay 
down any claim to human authority, accepting our calling 

into Christ’s ministry of leadership in the congregation. 
We covenant with our Lord to be ministers of His Word, leading first by submitting 

to the Word’s absolute authority in the Church. 
We covenant with one another to work peaceably as a leadership community in directing 
Christ’s body toward the vision He, as our Head, sets for us. 
We covenant with the congregation to boldly direct us toward Christ, to build the 
congregation up and equip them with the tools necessary to minister the Gospel to the 
world. 

Members Covenant

Elders Covenant


